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Program Note

Othering is part of Dissections, a set of six interconnected pieces by Invisible Anatomy that probe the destruction, transformation,

and intimacy inherent in peeling away our surfaces. Lyrically, I focused on the discomfort of opening up to someone - navigating

difference and similarity, and the disconnect between who we imagine people to be and who they actually are. Musically, I tried to

capture a feeling of being pulled apart.

Duration: ca. 6'

Instrumentation: alto, piano, Rhodes electric piano (or sampler with Rhodes sound), electric guitar (w/ light tube distortion,

reverb, and volume pedal), cello, percussion (vibraphone, kick, snare, tom, hi-hat, cymbal)

Performance Notes

Vocal style

Mostly straight tone, rock or jazz style singing. 

Amplification

Ideally everyone is running through a PA. A more typical setup consists of miking the vocalist and the cellist (balanced so as to be 

 about equal to the guitar and piano in level but under the vocals), and using individual amps for the bass and synth. 

Lyrics

othering

i invented an other you

so i could feed my amnesia

someone i could never know

someone to fear

someone i could never be

someone far away watching the sky rain hands

sleeping on the train covered in plastic bags

everything is so much easier 

when i don’t see you as a human being

when i touched you the first thing i felt in you

was the same fear i feel in myself 

saw the same ambition, the same need

to get far away, but never leave

everything is so much easier 

when i don’t see you as a human being

empathy takes a kind of violence when

all you have is walls

this fear is a fuse i lit and

you and me are a bomb

you and me are a loaded gun

you and me are a broken wave

you and me are our amnesia

you and me are a patch of light

a patch of light

written for Invisible Anatomy

as part of Dissections

othering

Brendon Randall-Myers
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