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Instrumentation

alto, tenor, piano, 88-key synthesizer (pressure-sensitive, w/ volume and sustain pedals, see further info below), electric guitar (w/

distortion, ebow, volume pedal), cello, double bass, percussion (vibraphone, kick, snare, tom, hi-hat, cymbal)

Program Note

SKIN is a set of songs-within-songs undressing public and private lives in contemporary America. I started with material that could

live in a rock context and then turned it inside out. 

chalk line is a reaction to institutionalized, racialized violence that social media coverage of police officers killing Afro-American

men and boys in 2014-15 finally made me aware of. It frames an elegy for these victims with my own fear for my multi-racial family,

white guilt, tone policing, and the continual threat of violence. 

spew is about the doxxing of Michael Brutsch, the shield of anonymity, and internet mob justice. Brutsch operated for years as

reddit moderator violentacrez (noted purveyor of borderline child porn, absurd racism, and sexualized violence) before being outed

by Gawker, after which his real life fell apart. (http://bit.ly/1kacheZ if you’re curious) 

home is a love song. Despite continually fixating on minds and bodies of loved ones falling apart, I’m incredibly grateful for what I

have. The song takes a pop song trope of living in the moment and decays all its component parts. 

Duration: ca. 11'

Performance Notes

Vocal style

These are, at their core, rock songs, and should be sung as such. 

Amplification

Ideally everyone is running through a PA. A more typical setup consists of miking both vocalists and the cellist (balanced so it’s 

about equal to the guitar and piano in level but under the vocals), and using individual amps for the bass and synth. Fender tube  

amps and single-coil pickups are preferable for the guitar. 

Synthesizer

The basic synth sound in this piece (included in the accompanying Mainstage patch) is an electric piano, which is the default 

sound in all three songs. The bottom note of the patch is a 60" sample of very dense black metal (also by the composer), which 

should be mixed so at its loudest it nearly drowns out the rest of the ensemble. Often you'll play this sample as a percussive attack,

but a few times it needs to be faded in from nothing, hence the use of a volume pedal. 

Stage Plot/Percussion Setup

1. chalk line

2. spew

3. home
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Lyrics

1. chalk line

[stay calm]

for as long as i can remember

your black voice rang so loud 

[white fear]

I was so afraid 

in my hive mind, 

you became 

a white chalk line

i set a small paper fire out to sea

i listened to all the colors 

sing to me

for as long as I can remember

i was a stain to wipe out

[black death]

you followed me home

without warning

i became a set

of fingerprints

i set a small paper fire out to sea

i listened to all the colors 

sing to me

[i know violence]

[stay calm]

for as long as i can remember

we’ve done terrible things

[white guilt]

you were many things

you were human

you became a single number

i set a small paper fire out to sea

i listened to all the colors 

sing to me

[i’m still human]

2. spew

you cover yourself in pixels,

anonymous

make promises you can’t keep

threats, terrible things 

spew from your digital hole

while your wife and children sleep

in bed unaware

that daddy has another

face he wears out

to creep and harass

say things like “lynch invaders”

“hot preteen sluts”

you build your armor out of trash

hiding out in the parts of us

we don’t want to see

then the mob skins you

with the phrase

“i know your name” 

you lose everything that day

we love seeing you fall

we cheer

thirsty for blood

the same way you

don’t feel anything 

we don’t think

anyone else 

is human

3. home

i trace time 

in the lines 

around your eyes

more white hairs

our missed dreams

trembling old hands

i trace time

in operations

broken hips

helping you walk

watching you breathe

while you sleep

here with you now

our bodies are warm

your soft skin

i feel like i’m home

we’ll get old

fade to grey

we’ll fight

dry out

we’ll go soft

hold too close

we’ll burn

we’ll let go

here with you now

our bodies are warm

your soft skin

i feel like i’m home
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