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Program Note

After playing a note on the piano, it continues to ring, or sustain, as the sound slowly fades. This piece

grows out of these moments of sustain, using electronic sounds to extend their natural lifespan and

then building a series of phrases of increasing intensity in the piano that lead to a place of smooth,

continuous motion and sound. 

Sustenance is dedicated to Paul Kerekes. 

Duration: ca. 9'

Performance Notes

Technical requirements

  - laptop or iPad with any DAW (i.e. Garageband, Audacity, Logic)

  - stereo to dual mono audio splitter OR 2 in/4 out audio interface (i.e. Focusrite Scarlett 2i4)

  - surface transducer speaker (i.e. ROK3-W 3.0) OR small powered speaker 

  - headphone extender (depending on setup)

  - earbuds

Live sound design

If available, a surface transducer speaker is the preferred method of amplication, which should be 

placed inside the piano on the sounding board. Otherwise, any good-quality powered speakers will 

work. They should be placed behind or just alongside the piano, such that it should be difficult to tell 

that the playback is coming from a different point of origin than the piano itself. 

Playback volume should be balanced so the sine tones in the piece’s opening become noticeably 

audible after about a whole note of piano sustain. Another good place to check is around bar 154, at 

which point the long sine tones should be balanced just above the natural pedal sustain of the piano, 

but never so loud that it overpowers the piano arpeggios. 

Playback and click logistics

Because of rhythmic coordination, this piece needs to be played with a click track. The 

included audio files include the click along with the playback track. The click needs to be audible 

only in the performer's earbuds, and should not be audible at all in the hall. If using a transducer 

speaker, the most straightforward of which is to use a stereo-to-dual mono audio splitter 

and pan the click hard left and the playback track hard right, then plug the earbuds into the left 

output on the splitter and the speaker into the right output. Another option is to use a USB audio 

interface that has 2 dedicated stereo outputs like the Focusrite Scarlett 2i4 and send each channel to 

a different output in the interface. 
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