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Bad Math
Brendon Randall-Myers

Score in C
Instrumentation

2 flutes, 1 piccolo

3 oboes

2 clarinets in Bb, 1 bass clarinet in Bb
2 bassoons, 1 contrabassoon

3 trumpets

4 hornsin F

2 trombones, 1 bass trombone
1tuba

timpani

3 percussion

- player 1: drum set (kick, floor tom, snare, hi-hat, crash cymbal)
player 2: xylophone, wood block, snare drum, bass drum

player 3: vibraphone -

harp

piano

strings
Duration: ca. 6'30"

Program Note
Bad Math is about numbers.

I wrote the piece during the summer and fall of 2016, while a U.S. presidential election was under way that would
put Donald Trump in the White House. Throughout the fall, I learned about all sorts of imaginary numbers: the rise
and fall of various polls, the immense groupthink oscillations of the stock market, cycles of debt and credit. I saw that
lies were more useful than truth.

The piece is built on a single 4-bar rhythmic pattern, over which a bevy of smaller patterns are superimposed. The
patterns are dressed up in colorful ways so they dazzle and distract you, but you should never forget what they can hide.

Copyright 2016 Stick House Music (ASCAP)
www.brendonrandallmyers.com
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